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Endorsed by UCSC Armenian Students’ Association (ASA) 

Sponsor (Brad Mleynek) (Louise Cabansay) 
 

1.WHEREAS, genocide is defined by the United Nations as an act “committed with 

intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group” [1]; 
 

2. WHEREAS, genocide denial is the eighth stage of genocide [2]; → 

 

3. WHEREAS, the University of California is directly invested in the Republic of 

Turkey, which reaps the profits of [4] and actively denies the Armenian Genocide [5], a 

crime perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire and continued by the Republic through ethnic 

cleansing [6], confiscation of Armenian properties, and the theft of Armenian capital; 
 

4. WHEREAS, the Republic of Turkey has engaged in a campaign of Armenian cultural 

erasure since the founding of the Republic, including, but not limited to, continuation of 

ethnic cleansings and the destruction of sacred Armenian religious sites [7];  
 

5. WHEREAS, it is illegal to refer to the massacre and deportation of Armenians in 1915-

1923 as genocide in the Republic of Turkey under Article 301 of the Turkish Penal Code 

[8]; 
 

6. WHEREAS, the Republic of Turkey sanctions historical revision of Armenian 

Genocide historiography and censors scholarship that acknowledges the crimes as 

genocide [9];  
 

7. WHEREAS, the University of California as a public academic institution, guided by 

the principles of academic freedom, contradicts these principles by investing in a 

government that engages in academic censorship and criminalizes Armenian Genocide 

scholarship; 
 

8. WHEREAS, the University of California Retirement Plan (UCRP) investment holdings 

in bonds directly issued by the Republic of Turkey total $55,432,125 [10]; 
 

9. WHEREAS, University of California General Endowment Pool (GEP) investment 

holdings in bonds directly issued by the Republic of Turkey total $9,652,475 [11]; 
 

10. WHEREAS, these investment holdings in bonds directly issued by the Republic of 

Turkey total a base market value of $65,084,600; 
 

11. WHEREAS, the University of California Retirement Plan (UCRP) investment 

holdings in the Export Credit Bank of Turkey total $7,278,500 [12];  
 

12. WHEREAS, the University of California General Endowment Pool (GEP) investment 

holdings in the Export Credit Bank of Turkey total $1, 683,500 [13]; 
 

13. WHEREAS, the Turkish Treasury makes capital contributions to the Export Credit 

Bank of Turkey as the sole shareholder of the Bank [14]; 
 



14. WHEREAS, these investments harm Armenian students, many of whom are living 

heirs of confiscated properties in Turkey and descendants of the 1.5 million people who 

were murdered or those who were forcibly relocated during the Armenian Genocide;  
 

15. WHEREAS, investment in the Republic of Turkey enables its government to continue 

to deny justice to the Armenian people;  
 

16. WHEREAS, divesting these funds would remove the University of California, Santa 

Cruz’s student body’s complicity in the Armenian Genocide; 
 

17. WHEREAS, this resolution aims to hold the Republic of Turkey’s government 

responsible for denying justice to the Armenian people, and is not intended to condemn a 

specific community or individual; 
 

18. WHEREAS, in 2006, the University of California divested from nine companies that 

did business in Sudan as a direct result of their contributions to the suffering in the Darfur 

region during the genocide in Darfur [15]; 
 

19. WHEREAS, the California State Assembly Public Employment, Retirement, and 

Social Security (PERSS) voted to adopt Assembly Bill 1410 by a vote of 6-1-0, calling 

for divestment of the State of California's investments in the Turkish government [16];   
 

20. WHEREAS, it is the duty of members of the University of California, Santa Cruz 

community to uphold “A Commitment to Free Speech” including “respect”, “intellectual 

curiosity”, “integrity”, and “empathy”; [17] 

 

21. WHEREAS, UCLA, UC Berkeley, UC Irvine, UC Davis, UC Riverside have 

unanimously passed similar resolutions calling for the University of California's 

divestment from the Republic of Turkey; [18] 

 

22. WHEREAS, this resolution has gathered support from Armenian Student Association 

at UC Santa Cruz 

 

23. LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the Students Union Assembly - University of 

California, Santa Cruz calls upon the University of California, the University of 

California, Santa Cruz and the University of California, Santa Cruz Foundation to divest 

all financial holdings in the Republic of Turkey immediately;  
 

24. LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Students Union Assembly- University 

of California, Santa Cruz calls upon the University of California, the University of 

California, Santa Cruz and the University of California, Santa Cruz Foundation to refrain 

from making any further investments in the Republic of Turkey.  
 

25. LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the University of California will refrain 

from making any further investments in the Republic of Turkey until justice is done to 

the Armenian people through the official recognition of the Armenian Genocide by the 

Republic of Turkey.  

 



26. LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the 

following: University of California President Janet Napolitano, Chancellor George 

Blumenthal, Dean of Students and Associate Vice Chancellor Alma Sifuentes, Executive 

Vice Chancellor and Campus Provost Alison Galloway. 
 

________________________________________________________________________

______ 
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Citation #1: United Nations Legal Definition of Genocide 

Article 2 of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 

defines “genocide” as “any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in 

whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: killing members 

of the group; causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 

deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical 

destruction in whole or in part; imposing measures intended to prevent births within the 

group; [and] forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.” 

 

Citation #2: The Eight Stages of Genocide 

Gregory Stanton, the president of Genocide Watch, a group that “exists to predict, 

prevent, stop, and punish genocide and other forms of mass murder,” former president of 

the International Association of Genocide Scholars, former Co-Chair of the Washington 

Working Group for the International Criminal Court, and Research Professor in Genocide 

Studies at George Mason University, listed eight stages of genocide that are “predictable 

but not inexorable.” According to the list, the eighth and final stage of genocide is 

“denial,” the stage immediately following “extermination.”  
 

Citation #4: Confiscation of Armenian Properties in the Republic of Turkey 

Ümit Kurt, the author of The Spirit of Laws: Seeking the Traces of Armenian Genocide in 

the Laws of Abandoned Property, which he coauthored with the notable Turkish-German 

historian Taner Akçam, a leading authority on the Armenian Genocide, cites a regulation 

introduced by the Turkish Republic in 1928, five years after the current Republic’s founding, 

that “granted muhacirs or Muslim refugees who were using Armenian properties the right to 

have the title deeds of those properties, which included houses, lands, field crops, and shops.” 

He added that “this aspect of the Armenian Genocide should be compared with the 

‘Aryan’ization of Jewish properties in the Holocaust.” 

 

Citation #5: Armenian Genocide Denial 

The Republic of Turkey categorically denies the Armenian Genocide, an act that, as 

mentioned in Citation #2, is itself an act of genocide. The Armenian Genocide is the 

second most studied case of genocide in history following the Holocaust, according the 

R.J. Rummel, author of the essay “The Holocaust in Comparative and Historical 
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Perspective.” It has been cited by numerous scholars as one of the first modern genocides 

due to the organized manner of systematic murder, rape, and deportation. 
 

Citation #6: Ethnic Cleansings continued by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk’s Republic of 

Turkey 

"By ridding themselves of the Armenians, Greeks, or any other group that stood in their 

way, Turkish nationalists were attempting to prove how they could clarify, purify, and 

ultimately unify a polity and society so that it could succeed on its own, albeit Western-

orientated terms. This, of course, was the ultimate paradox: the CUP committed genocide 

in order to transform the residual empire into a streamlined, homogeneous nation-state on 

the European model. Once the CUP had started the process, the Kemalists, freed from 

any direct European pressure by the 1918 defeat and capitulation of Germany, went on to 

complete it, achieving what nobody believed possible: the reassertion of independence 

and sovereignty via an exterminatory war of national liberation." 

— Mark Levene, "Creating a Modern 'Zone of Genocide': The Impact of Nation— and 

State-formation on Eastern Anatolia, 1878-1923." 

 

Citation #7: Continuation of Ethnic Cleansing and Destruction of Armenian 

Religious Sites 

A survey prepared by the Armenian Patriarchate of Constantinople, the main Armenian 

religious authority in the then Ottoman Empire, in 1914 listed 2,549 Armenian religious 

sites under its control. The Republic of Turkey “continued to remove, stone by stone, the 

evidence of millennia of Armenian architectural and art history following the mass 

murder and exile of the Armenian people.” In 1974, a survey identified only 913 of the 

2,549 religious sites in Turkey. From these 913, only 197 survived in “anything like a 

usable state,” about 7.7% percent of the number of sites listed in the 1914 survey.  
 

Citation #8: Amnesty International: “Article 301: End it, don’t Amend it” 

 

Up until 2008, prosecutions under Article 301 were a regular event in Turkey.  A string 

of individuals, including activists, politicians, and artists were targeted under a law which 

made “denigrating Turkishness” a criminal act.  Among those targeted for prosecution 

were journalists like Hrant Dink, publishers like Ragip Zarakolu, and writers like Elif 

Shafak and Orhan Pamuk. 
 

Eventually, Turkish authorities, realizing that the cases were hurting Turkey’s 

international standing, reformed Article 301 to limit the number of cases that were 

prosecuted.  These reforms were enough to push 301 from the front pages of international 

news organizations, but they provide insufficient protection for freedom of expression in 

Turkey.  Prosecutions continue.  As Turkish authorities prepare for a new round of 

judicial reform, the time is ripe to, at long last, to repeal this antiquated and repressive 

law. 
 

Citations #9: Government Censorship of Armenian Genocide in Education 

 



Taner Akcam, the Robert Aram, Marianne Kaloosdian and Stephen and Marion Mugar 

Chair in Armenian Genocide Studies at Clark University, who has been prosecuted under 

Turkey’s Article 301, writes: 
 

Education is extremely centralized in Turkey. All issues, including setting policy, 

the administration, and content of education are decided and implemented by the 

national government. Textbooks that are to be taught in schools are either 

prepared by the Ministry of National Education (MEB) or must be approved by 

the Ministry’s Instruction and Education Board.1 For this reason, there’s a direct 

connection between the books taught in schools and the Turkish government’s 

policies. The content of history textbooks, in particular, reveals firsthand 

information about government policies and goals. 
 

...the textbooks characterize Armenians as people “who are incited by foreigners, 

who aim to break apart the state and the country, and who murdered Turks and 

Muslims.” Meanwhile, the Armenian Genocide—referred to as the “Armenian 

matter” in textbooks—is described as a lie perpetrated in order to meet these 

goals, and is defined as the biggest threat to Turkish national security.  
 

Citation #10: University of California Retirement Plan (UCRP) investment holdings 

in bonds directly issued by the Republic of Turkey total $55,432,125 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Citation #11: University of California General Endowment Pool (GEP) investment 
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Citation #13: The University of California General Endowment Pool (GEP) 

investment holdings in the Export Credit Bank of Turkey total $1, 683,500  
 



 
 

Citation #14: The Turkish Treasury makes capital contributions to the Export 

Credit Bank of Turkey as the sole shareholder of the Bank  

 
 

 

Citation #15: UC Regents Divest from Companies involved in Darfur Genocide

 
 

 

 

 

 



Citation #16: California State Assembly Bill 1410   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Citation #17: UC Santa Cruz “A commitment to free speech”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Citation #18: UCLA Undergraduate Students’ Association Council (USAC), UC 

Berkeley ASUC Senate, UC Davis, UC Irvine, UC Riverside unanimously passed a 

similar resolution calling the University of California to divest its funds from the 

Republic of Turkey in January and March of 2015.  

 



 

Armenian Genocide General History 

The Armenian Genocide took place between 1915 and 1923 at the hands of the 

Ottoman Empire. This attempt at a systematic ethnic cleansing of the Armenian people 

was the first genocide of the 20th century. 

 In 1908, the Young Turk movement overthrew Sultan Abdul Hamid II and took 

control of the Ottoman Empire. By 1914, Ottoman authorities had begun a propaganda 

campaign to portray Armenians as a threat to the Ottoman Empire. 

 On April 20, 1915, in the midst of World War I, Ottoman soldiers attacked the 

city of Van. Four days later, on April 24, over 250 Armenian leaders and intellectuals 

were gathered, deported, and murdered by the Ottoman Turks. In the years that followed, 

Armenians, regardless of age or gender, were subjected to deportations and massacres at 

the hands of the Ottoman gendarmes. Mass burnings and drownings wiped out Armenian 

villages. Properties were confiscated by Ottoman authorities and Armenians were led on 

death marches through the Syrian deserts, where torture, rape, and starvation pervaded 

the masses. Many concentration camps served as mass graves. Over 1.5 million 

Armenians were killed during the genocide.  



 In 1944, a Polish lawyer named Raphael Lemkin coined the term genocide to 

describe his concept of a crime based on the occurrences of the Armenian Genocide in a 

presentation to the League of Nations (the predecessor to the United Nations). The UN in 

1948 defined genocide as “[…] acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, 

a national, ethnical, racial or religious group […].” 

 The Republic of Turkey denies the Armenian Genocide to this day, claiming the 

massacres were part of World War I activity and there were mass casualties on both 

sides. It is currently against the law in Turkey to call the massacring of Armenians a 

“genocide.”To  date, 22 countries and 42 U.S. states have recognized the Armenian 

Genocide. However, the United States has yet to officially recognize the events of 1915 

as genocide. 

 

 

 

 


